
          Stepping Out:  The Position of Minorities in Society
Dana Fialova, Czech Republic Civitas Teacher

Objective:  To discuss the position of minorities in society

Materials: Envelope with individual roles.

Procedure:

1 .  S e v e n  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  g i v e n  e n v e l o p e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  w r i t t e n  r o l e s  t h a t  t h e 
s t u d e n t s  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  p l a y  ( a  l a w y e r ,  a  n u r s e ,  a  V i e t n a m e s e ,  a  R o m a 
c l e a n i n g  l a d y ,  u n e m p l o y e d  m a l e  R o m a n y ,  a  h a n d i c a p p e d  m a n ,  a  h o m o s e x u a l ) 

2. The students stand in one line and listen to the teacher’s questions (below). Every
time they can answer yes they take a step forward. After the teacher has read all the
questions, the rest of students in the class guess who the volunteers represented.

•  C a n  y o u  e a s i l y  o b t a i n  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e ? 
• Can you easily work in a children’s

nursery?
• Can you easily kiss your lover in the

public?
•  Can you easily use public transport?

•  Can you easily feel safe walking the
streets after dark?

•  Can you easily plan a family?
•  Can you easily plan 20 years ahead?
•  Can you easily obtain a mortgage?
•  Can you easily choose where you live?
•  Can you easily obtain employment?

WHERE INTOLERANCE COULD LEAD
GENOCIDE

DISCRIMINATION

PHYSICAL
ATTACKS

i.e., Hiring (at work),
no admission to disco

AVOIDING
CONTACT

i.e., A group of
skinheads chasing
a Roma boy...

NEGATIVE
EXPRESSIONS

i.e., "I don´t want
to live next to a
Vietnamese
family...“

i.e., "It´s a black mug...“

Source: Conference “Minorities in the Plural Society at the Turn of Millennium,"
workshop where this game was presented by Christine Herrick from Leicestershire
CC,UK September 1-3, 2000, Brno, Czech Republic.


